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Kangaroo Valley wedding venue rises from
the ashes to win landscape award
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By Glenn Ellard

The Kangaroo Valley Bush Retreat features local endemic species to
reduce the demand on limited water supplies. Picture supplied.

After the Kangaroo Valley Bush Retreat burnt to the ground
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during the Black Summer bushfires, architects Edmiston

Jones were faced with the task of redesigning and

rebuilding the popular wedding venue.

Edmiston Jones director Stuart Scobie said the process took

about three years as COVID-19 impacted on work, but the

long and detailed process has been rewarded with a major

design award.

The project has won the Landscape Architecture Award for

Tourism at the annual Australian Institute of Landscape

Architects (AILA) NSW Awards.

A connecting path at the Kangaroo Valley Bush Retreat is illuminated by
bollard lights, creating a spectacular appearance. Picture supplied.
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The award's judges described the project as a "testament to
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resilience and renewal".

They said the retreat had been "thoughtfully redeveloped to

honour its extraordinary natural setting while enhancing

its connection to the landscape".

"The design embraces sustainability, fire resilience, and the

retreat's unique character, ensuring its future as a sought

after wedding venue destination," the judges said.

"With sensitive integration of built and natural elements,

the revitalised retreat reaffirms the enduring beauty of the

valley and the spirit of regeneration in the face of adversity."

The sunset deck is a popular gathering place for photographs, offering
spectacular views. Picture supplied.

Mr Scobie confirmed the site was a "moonscape" and

"down to bare earth and sandstone and burnt trees" after

Black Summer.

However the location was "just outstanding" with "amazing

views in multiple directions" including what Mr Scobie

described as "a natural sandstone cathedral" that was a

popular location for weddings.

As the owners and architects set about rebuilding one of the
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state's premier wedding venues, they faced a range of

problems including having little topsoil to work with, and a

lack of water.

Mr Scobie said that was particular problem when it came to

protecting against future fires.

Seen from above, the sunset deck leans out over a sandstone escarpment,
with views down to the valley below and across the escarpment. Picture
supplied.

ADVERTISEMENT

As a result the architects created gardens featuring local

endemic species that required little maintenance or

watering, along with two dams on the site - one in the

centre of the development that operated as a central water

feature.
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That was all part of "a very site-specific design" that rebuilt

the centre from the ground-up to make the most of the

natural features, Mr Scobie said.

There was close communication throughout the process

with the client, who was "very focused on what they

wanted", Mr Scobie said, along with the building and

landscape contractors.

They "did a fantastic job in terms of interpreting what we

had designed", he said, offering plenty of insights and

suggestions.

Despite multiple sightings, the kangaroo remains elusive, hopping through
an unfamiliar landscape.

The work "evolved a bit over time" in consultation with the

client and contractors, Mr Scobie said.
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It was "very collaborative" and "a real team effort", he said.

The result was a spectacular wedding venue featuring

cabins located around the central water feature, connected

by a pathway illuminated by bollard lights, a sunset deck

cantilevered over sandstone escarpment edge that is

popular for photography, and an enclosed fire pit area away

from the buildings known as a boma.

Mr Scobie said they waited two years before taking

photographs and entering awards so the plants could grow,

but expressed his gratitude to the client, builder, landscape

contractors and the Australian Institute of Landscape

Architects for the award.
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Where in the
Shoalhaven to find
sandbags as wild
weather expected to
worsen

Sussex Inlet residents
told to prepare to
evacuate

Get more from the South Coast Register

Our journalists work hard to provide local, up-to-date

news to the community:

 Sign up for our newsletters

 Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Google News

Ad

https://www.southcoastregister.com.au/story/9005077/ses-warns-as-bomb-cyclone-targets-nsw-south-coast-region/
https://www.southcoastregister.com.au/story/9006361/sussex-inlet-residents-urged-to-prepare-for-evacuation/
https://cloud.mc.austcommunitymedia.com.au/south-coast-register-newsletter-page
https://www.facebook.com/southcoastregister
https://www.instagram.com/southcoastregister/
https://news.google.com/publications/CAAqBwgKMOOOnQsw9Ji1Aw?hl=en-AU&gl=AU&ceid=AU%3Aen
https://insight.adsrvr.org/track/clk?imp=b5cf1efc-1973-4019-ab08-72dfa3d81147&ag=yn2pxoe&sfe=1aa3ed0e&sig=Y9CFzPDOOstFVaPMtFi8juvbq3CTVgmwmGj_zS_wFRs.&crid=lbispg6b&cf=8960224&fq=0&t=1&td_s=www.southcoastregister.com.au&rcats=y29&mste=southcoastregister.com.au&mfld=4&mssi=&mfsi=&sv=casale&uhow=58&agsa=&wp=aGxtDgAAAAB5CBnXwB6hAvrcFf8zpbnbPpe9ww&rgz=2000&dt=PC&osf=OSX&os=OSX1015&br=Safari&svpid=186432&rlangs=en,os&mlang=&did=&rcxt=Other&tmpc=11.460000000000036&vrtd=&osi=&osv=&daid=&dnr=0&vpb=&crrelr=&npt=&cc=1~KLUv_WNa1XJFSADlBwAzTzk9VgQQsQTyPIE8m-LuAVEEeHjRtEIjTRLOgp2nIJxeBAl8YauAIWBlq4AhAMUPQOUHIGIO2JkD7JgDrMwBUFwh6_4BdK4whPsHDPEDcngBeF4AFB8AEhsgzwcYwm7d-a0k7FaQ3lYOVgsVqwWK1cLkQQtSL4wWIqxdK89777PS-Cyrz4LCxScrCBcfLFRfiOV-LEUeCwqLlYQF5ugJs9z_U8X6ILG-u_pm2tGiblOnt9PWqdM6Xz6p1XxaRCbhFznTNP3CxdhnpvfzPAcuE6ygEQUQZXmku2AKiFiwYJoG0ANWWAbgBfySbEQAK6_x6QC0ORH_OtC-50M.&dur=1~KLUv_WMFoCgkRwDVAwAzxhYRXGAJllJelIiIiHR-FyVYJHN-kJepnyw6PFqWjmDsCtB15eSoj26IvGAc21layoBpSsiFj3B-EP_0y1eucrtuGnmhIlc0gLH5cMR7wq1oAGNLQjqaqk1TmcYKCPxOf1anBsKapc12XiCNFx5MHYfmQ9ynDcOBAg..&durs=V_lVOS&bdc=14&uidd=8X6jqK8dS-_jLnYIgD5RNKzRn_GxOEsIM2-97eSheQBwjEnt&idl=Xi3007G9o2f4fcQfCj8kUzq_ppHs88XgAja19Dk7PKs-jpSIERNzXQfD2h-nWfEgggnXy2&mk=Apple&testid=iavc1%20&ict=Unknown&said=5b6814dc-288a-49c9-b381-49ea7cfc8e9a_x27&auct=1&tail=1&r=https://servedby.flashtalking.com/click/7/241562;8740612;4893543;210;0/?gdpr=0&ft_impID=A7CB7BDD-8DBB-6694-30DE-B14C06B6C35A&g=639899628FE34E&random=294024.27747922885&ft_width=300&ft_height=250&url=https://online.unisa.edu.au/lp/discipline/it-and-data-analytics/?utm_source=nexus&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=unisa-online&utm_term=mrec&utm_content=it-data-analytics


 Have your say and send a letter to the Editor

Most viewed

1 Missing 12-
year-old
Bomaderry girl
has been found2 End of an Era:
Great Southern
Motorcycles
owners to sell
after 16 years in
business3 NAIDOC Week
flies flags for
the future in the
Shoalhaven

4 New warning
for severe
thunderstorm
with damaging
winds and large
hail5 Man to face
court today
following police
pursuit through
Nowra6 Here is another
chance to help
shape David
Berry Hospital's
futureNewsletters & Alerts

View all

0 Comments

GE
Glenn Ellard
Journalist
Journalist with the South Coast Register

Ad

https://www.southcoastregister.com.au/story/9009396/missing-girl-12-last-seen-in-bomaderry-area/
https://www.southcoastregister.com.au/story/9008632/clive-and-sue-brooks-bid-farewell-to-great-southern/
https://www.southcoastregister.com.au/story/9010265/naidoc-week-kicks-off-in-shoalhaven-with-celebration/
https://www.southcoastregister.com.au/story/9009431/severe-storm-warning-for-shoalhaven-and-south-coast/
https://www.southcoastregister.com.au/story/9008243/man-charged-after-police-pursuit-through-nowra/
https://www.southcoastregister.com.au/story/9004716/have-your-say-on-david-berry-hospitals-future/
https://www.southcoastregister.com.au/newsletters/
https://www.southcoastregister.com.au/opinion/letters/send-a-letter-to-the-editor/
https://www.southcoastregister.com.au/newsletters/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.southcoastregister.com.au%2Fstory%2F9010476%2Frebuilding-kangaroo-valley-wedding-venue%2F
https://twitter.com/share?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.southcoastregister.com.au%2Fstory%2F9010476%2Frebuilding-kangaroo-valley-wedding-venue%2F
https://wa.me/?text=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.southcoastregister.com.au%2Fstory%2F9010476%2Frebuilding-kangaroo-valley-wedding-venue%2F
mailto:?subject=Check%20this%20out&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.southcoastregister.com.au%2Fstory%2F9010476%2Frebuilding-kangaroo-valley-wedding-venue%2F
https://www.southcoastregister.com.au/profile/1541/glenn-ellard/


DAILY

Your morning news

Today's top stories curated by our news
team.

Sign Up

WEEKLY

Note from the Editor

Get the editor's insights: what's
happening & why it matters.

Sign Up

WEEKLY

Explore Travel

Every Saturday and Tuesday, explore
destinations deals, tips & travel writing
to transport you around the globe.

Sign Up

Darkvolt Innovations | Sponsored

This Quiet Policy Shift Could Mean Big Gains For Australians
Learn More

Darkvolt Innovations | Sponsored

This Could Mean Big Gains For Australians
Learn More

TApp | Sponsored

AI “Cheat Code”? This New Guide Is Raising Eyebrows in Australia
Read Now

TApp | Sponsored

“It Runs While I Sleep” – The AI Side Hustle Sweeping Australia
Read Now

Top Trending News Today | Sponsored

Audiologists Furious About New $160 Device That Makes
Hearing Crystal Clear Again

Learn More

TourmaRelief | Sponsored

These Neuropathy Socks Are Going Viral in Australia

https://darkvoltinnovations.com/
https://darkvoltinnovations.com/
https://t.traderapp.io/9f34a637-de71-4a83-a522-8c04071c86f0
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=australiancommunitymedia-southcoastregister&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b-delta:below%20article%20feed%20%7C%20Card%201:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=australiancommunitymedia-southcoastregister&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b-delta:below%20article%20feed%20%7C%20Card%201:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=australiancommunitymedia-southcoastregister&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b-delta:below%20article%20feed%20%7C%20Card%201:
https://t.traderapp.io/9f34a637-de71-4a83-a522-8c04071c86f0
https://go.toptrendingnewstoday.com/c1693ee0-0ad1-4267-8a6f-5cd2eafdc6ed
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=australiancommunitymedia-southcoastregister&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a-delta:below%20article%20feed%20%7C%20Card%202:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=australiancommunitymedia-southcoastregister&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a-delta:below%20article%20feed%20%7C%20Card%202:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=australiancommunitymedia-southcoastregister&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b-delta:below%20article%20feed%20%7C%20Card%203:
https://sotrends.com/tourmarelief-au


Top Trending News Today | Sponsored

These Are The Rolls-Royce Of Hearing Aids (And Under $160)
Learn More

Health Insurance Comparison | Sponsored

Aussies Ditching Expensive Health Cover for This Smarter Choice
Learn More

Fat Tail Daily | Sponsored

BlumeHeat | Sponsored

Australians Are Saving a Fortune on Heating Bills Thanks to This
New Device

Learn More

The One Resource Stock Our Expert is Most Excited About

Fat Tail Daily | Sponsored

DryGuard Underwear | Sponsored

Women 60+ Are Ditching Pads For A Better Alternative
Learn More

Health Insurance Comparison | Sponsored

Seniors Ditching Expensive Health Cover for This Smarter Choice
Learn More

ASX Uranium Stocks Crash While Demand Soars. Time to Buy?

South Coast Register

South Coast Register

Shoalhaven's five Emerging Matildas show how females are
football's future

Too many lost, too few reclaimed: Shoalhaven pets are missing
their homes

https://sotrends.com/tourmarelief-au
https://go.toptrendingnewstoday.com/c1693ee0-0ad1-4267-8a6f-5cd2eafdc6ed
https://lp.healthinsurancecomparison.com.au/price-of-loyalty
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=australiancommunitymedia-southcoastregister&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b-delta:below%20article%20feed%20%7C%20Card%203:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=australiancommunitymedia-southcoastregister&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b-delta:below%20article%20feed%20%7C%20Card%203:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=australiancommunitymedia-southcoastregister&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a-delta:below%20article%20feed%20%7C%20Card%204:
https://blumeheat.com/article/au-tab
https://signup.fattaildaily.com.au/2456821
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=australiancommunitymedia-southcoastregister&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a-delta:below%20article%20feed%20%7C%20Card%204:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=australiancommunitymedia-southcoastregister&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b-delta:below%20article%20feed%20%7C%20Card%205:
https://heavenhealthlab.com/buy-usa/sp
https://lp.healthinsurancecomparison.com.au/price-of-loyalty
https://signup.fattaildaily.com.au/2456821
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=australiancommunitymedia-southcoastregister&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b-delta:below%20article%20feed%20%7C%20Card%205:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=australiancommunitymedia-southcoastregister&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b-delta:below%20article%20feed%20%7C%20Card%205:
https://www.southcoastregister.com.au/story/9003929/shoalhaven-teens-ready-for-emerging-matildas-spotlight/
https://www.southcoastregister.com.au/story/9000676/shoalhaven-animal-shelter-sees-surge-in-forgotton-lost-pets/


AUSTRALIAN
COMMUNITY
MEDIA

ACM Website

Conditions of Use

Privacy

Terms and

Conditions - Digital

Subscription

Terms and

Conditions -

Newspaper

Subscription

SOUTH COAST
REGISTER

Contact

About Us

Working With Us

Today's Paper

Help Centre

OUR SITES

View

View Insurance

Beevo

Business

Place an Ad

Classifieds

Cars

Tributes & Funerals

Celebrations

Promo Codes

AgTrader

MeHelp

Farmer's Finance

Garage Sales

Zest

SUBMIT

Send a Letter to the

Editor

Send us your news

Senior Savings | Sponsored

Don't Miss These Government Rebates for Over 60s
Learn More

Techno Mag | Sponsored

Access all TV channels anywhere, anytime
Learn More

http://www.facebook.com/southcoastregister
https://www.instagram.com/southcoastregister
https://acm.media/
https://www.southcoastregister.com.au/conditions-of-use/
https://www.southcoastregister.com.au/privacy/
https://www.southcoastregister.com.au/about-us/terms-conditions/digital-subscription/
https://www.southcoastregister.com.au/about-us/terms-conditions/newspaper-subscription/
https://www.southcoastregister.com.au/contact/
https://www.southcoastregister.com.au/about-us/
https://acm.media/careers/
https://www.southcoastregister.com.au/digital-print-edition/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=home&utm_campaign=DPE_home
https://austcommunitymedia.my.site.com/faq/s/
https://view.com.au/for-sale/in-nsw-nowra-2541/
https://viewinsurance.com.au/
https://www.beevo.com.au/
https://www.southcoastregister.com.au/news/business/
https://addirect.com.au/
https://www.southcoastregister.com.au/classifieds/
https://www.countrycars.com.au/
https://www.southcoastregister.com.au/tributes-funerals/
https://www.southcoastregister.com.au/classifieds/celebrations/
https://www.australiancoupons.com.au/
https://www.agtrader.com.au/
https://www.mehelp.com.au/
https://farmersfinance.com.au/
https://garagesales.acmcloud.io/?lat=-34.87412&lng=150.600471
https://www.zestapp.com.au/search/nowra-2541
https://www.southcoastregister.com.au/opinion/letters/send-a-letter-to-the-editor/
https://www.southcoastregister.com.au/community/forms/
https://lp.seniorsavings.com.au/article/aussies-eligible-for-latest-government-rebates-2
https://prough-veridated.icu/5bf91c96-b8fb-4f5b-a2b9-9e4fd1137d73
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=australiancommunitymedia-southcoastregister&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a-delta:below%20article%20feed%20%7C%20Card%207:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=australiancommunitymedia-southcoastregister&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a-delta:below%20article%20feed%20%7C%20Card%207:

